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The Regional Archives at
NARA’s Great Lakes Region is:

B Part of the National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA), the Federal agency that, by
law, preserves and provides access to permanently
valuable, noncurrent Federal records with historical,

legal, or fiscal value.
B One of 14 NARA facilities where the public has

access to Federal archival records.

B A depository and center for research in historical
records from Federal agencies and courts in Illinois,
Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, and Wisconsin.

B A center for genealogical research.

B A sponsor of programs that educate the public about
archives, history, genealogy, and related subjects.

W A partner with colleges and universities, historical and
genealogical societies, museums, and other archives.

B A host for student interns, and school and other
groups that want to learn more about archives.

B A national resource in a local setting.

We have:

W More than 72,000 cubic feet of historical records
dating from 1800 to the 1990s, among them
photographs, maps, and architectural drawings,
created or received by nearly 100 Federal agencies,
including Federal courts.

We serve:

B Anyone who needs historical information created or
received by the Federal Government —historians,
genealogists, lawyers, scholars, Government officials,
environmentalists, and others.

Our records are:

B Diverse in content, covering the Great Lakes and
inland waterways, agriculture, African Americans and
Native Americans, the environment, immigration and
naturalization, inventions and technology, railroads,
the automotive industry, the labor movement,
organized crime, the military, domestic conditions
during World Wars I and 11, sedition and treason,
nuclear energy research, and many other subjects.

W Filled with historic names, among them Abraham
Lincoln, Vice President Aaron Burr, black nationalist
Marcus Garvey, gangster Al Capone, playwright
Lorraine Hansberry, and physicist Enrico Fermi.

B Unique evidence of the impact of Federal policies
and programs in the Great Lakes region.

If you plan to do research
in original records:

B Call before visiting to assure that records are
available —773-581-7816.

B Bring identification such as a driver’s license,
passport, or student ID so that we can issue you a
researcher’s card.

8 Plan on leaving your personal belongings in a locker.
Laptop computers are permitted.

Our microfilm holdings are:

B 0f genealogical interest — Federal population censuses for
all States, 1790-1930 (1930 census available April
2002); some pre-1900 military service and pension
records, and bounty land warrant applications; selected
passenger arrival records and indexes for vessels
arriving at various U.S. ports; a naturalization index
for parts of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, and Wisconsin;
and Indian censuses for Michigan, Minnesota,

and Wisconsin.

W 0f general historical interest — Territorial papers; the
Mathew Brady Collection of Civil War photographs;
German records captured at the end of World War II;
records of U.S. diplomatic missions, the Revolutionary
and Civil Wars, the Government’s administration of
Indian affairs, and the U.S. Supreme Court; records
documenting the unexplained loss of Air Force flight
#19 in the Bermuda Triangle, 1945; and documentation
of the Axis Powers’ looting of assets, 1933-45.

If you plan to do microfilm
or genealogy research:

W Call ahead to reserve a microfilm reader —773-581-7816.

M Expect to use our self-service microfilm research room
with the aid of volunteers and staff.

M Because research is time-consuming, you may need to
visit more than once.

Prepare for your visit

by reviewing our web site:

B Our home page ~ www.nara.gov/regional/chicago.html
B NARA home page ~ www.nara.gov

B Basics for researchers ~ www.nara.gov/research

B Guide to our archival holdings ~
www.nara.gov/regional/findaids/chigdtoc.html

B NARA-wide guide to archival holdings ~
www.nara.gov/nara/nail.html

B NARA-wide guide to microfilm holdings ~

www.nara.gov/nara/searchmicro.html

We welcome your inquiries:
B Address: NARA's Great Lakes Region
7358 South Pulaski Road, Chicago, Illinois 60629-5898

E-mail: chicago.archives@nara.gov

Phone: 773-581-7816  Fax: 312-353-1294

We welcome your visit:

B Weekdays, 8 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.
For additional hours, call or check our web site.

B Closed weekends and Federal holidays.

We are located:
B On West 75th Street, 1/8 mile west of South Pulaski Road.

W 15 miles southwest of downtown Chicago, 30 miles
southeast of O’Hare International Airport, and 2 miles
southeast of Midway Airport.

B 5 miles south of the Pulaski Road exit on the Stevenson
Expressway (I-55), 5 miles west of the 79th Street exit on
the Dan Ryan Expressway (I-94) and 7 miles north of the
Cicero Avenue exit on the Tri-State Tollway (I-294).

B Near the South Pulaski Road and West 75th Street bus
stop of the Chicago Transit Authority bus 53A (the South
Pulaski Road route). Passengers can transfer from the
53A to other buses, subways, and commuter trains
serving the Chicago area.

If you need photocopies:

B For a fee, our staff will make or arrange for copies of
records and provide certified copies for legal use.

B You can use self-service copiers for a fee to make paper
copies from microfilm.
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Declarations of intention to become a
U.S. citizen, 1939-1943. RG 21

LINTTED STATES OF AMERN

Plan of attack on Indian village, Montana Territory, 1876. RG 77
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New recruits, Great Lakes Naval Training Station, IL, 1933. RG 181

Superntendent’s house, Leck 11, Wlinais and Mississippl Canal, 1898, RG 77

OAL LFCTION

Bag inspection, Great Lakes Naval Training Station, IL, 1933. RG 181

Construction, lllinois and Mississippi Canal, 1895. RG 77 Senator Robert Taft's draft registration card, 1942. RG 147



Judge James Parsons as a Navy bandsman, ca. 1945. Donated Materials Group Nurses, Fort Benjamin Harrison, Marion, IN, ca. 1918. RG 15
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Price control comparison, Chicago, 1945. RG 188



Tucket Torpedo patent drawings, 1949, RG 21

Physecist Enrico Fermi, ca. 19496, RG 326
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Yerdict in Al Capone trial
October 17,1931, RG 21
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Baobby Seale’s motion fram the
Chicogo Seven trial, 1969, RG 1T

USCEE Weadruth logbook entry
nating attempted rescue of the
sinking 55 Fdmund Fitzgerald,
Nov, 11,1975, RG 26



